
School receives $4 million 
state grant for renovations

By JEFF STITT
jstitt@yourmvi.com

Christmas came a bit early 
for Steel Center for Career 
and Technical Education, 
according to Executive Di-
rector Kevin Rice. 

On Thursday, Rice for-
mally  announced that Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s administration 
had awarded a $4 million 
grant to be used toward the 
$29 million renovation proj-
ect at the career and techni-
cal school in West Jefferson 
Hills.

The school’s executive di-
rector said the money was 
secured via a team effort, 

and that it’s a good example 
of what can happen when 
people — from the grass-
roots level up — work to-
gether toward a common 
cause.

Steel Center announced 
plans for a renovation of its 
facilities during an event in 
November. The career and 
technical education facility 
is a consortium Career and 
Technical Education School 
with 18 programs and a cur-
rent enrollment of 860 stu-
dents. 

It is owned and operated 
by the Baldwin-Whitehall, 
Bethel Park, Brentwood 
Borough, Clairton City, 
Duquesne City, Elizabeth 
Forward, South Allegheny, 
South Park, Steel Valley, 
West Jefferson Hills and 

districts.

Last week, Rice said that 
with support from “a bipar-
tisan coalition of state sen-
ators and representatives,” 
the school secured the ad-
ditional renovation funding 
from the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program.

He explained that the 
state Redevelopment As-
sistance Capital Program, 
also known as “RACP,”  is 
administered by the Gover-

and dedicates state funds for 
the acquisition and construc-
tion of regional economic, 
cultural, civic, recreational 
and historical improvement 
projects.

Rice was in direct commu-
nication with the governor’s 

RACP money. 
The career and technical 

facility’s renovation quali-

-
cause the school’s mission 
provides a positive econom-
ic impact to the communi-
ties it serves as well as the 
Greater Pittsburgh region, 
Rice said, adding that Steel 
Center partnered with the 
Redevelopment Authori-
ty of Allegheny County to 
complete the formal RACP 
application process in Au-
gust. 

“From that point forward, 
the school followed a care-
fully designed advocacy 
plan that involved meeting 
and speaking with legislators 
from both the Pennsylvania 
State Senate and members 
of the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives who 
serve the districts within the 
school’s footprint,” a release 
from the school states.

STEEL CENTER FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Submitted

announcement ceremony related to a $4 million Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program 
grant awarded to Steel Center for Career and Technical Education. Also at the event were 
students and school leaders/stakeholders. 
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