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TIME TO BUNDLE UP

Rostraver hires 2 officers; 
approves tentative budget

By JOHN RECTENWALD
jrectenwald@yourmvi.com

Rostraver Township hired 
two new police officers 
Wednesday.

The board also announced 
yesterday that no property tax 
increase was required in order 
to balance its 2023 proposed 
budget, one that projects 
$8,163,890 of revenue. The 
proposed budget will be ad-
vertised this week, available 
at the township building for 
inspection and posted to the 
township website. 

The Rostraver Police De-
partment came out in full 
force for the board of com-
missioner’s meeting Wednes-
day, with nearly every officer 

The tentative 2023 
spending plan does not 
call for a property tax 
increase.

Jeff Helsel / Mon Valley Independent
Second-grade students at Monessen Elementary Center run by the 
school building while learning how to play kickball under the direction 
of physical education teacher Hannah Kline on a chilly Wednesday 
morning as cold temperatures have moved into the Mon Valley. To 
purchase this photo and more from our online photo gallery, go to our 
website at www.monvalleyindependent.com.

Steel Center  
reveals plans for  
$29M renovation  

By JEFF STITT
jstitt@yourmvi.com

The school districts that 
support Steel Center have 
made a big investment in 
the career and technical ed-
ucation school in Jefferson 
Hills.

Steel Center for Career 
and Technical Education 
Executive Director Kevin 
E. Rice announced Wednes-
day that the 11 school dis-
tricts from southern Allegh-
eny County have jointly 
issued a bond worth more 
than $29 million.

With that money, Steel 
Center for CTE will under-
go a building rehabilitation 
and expansion project. 

Rice said the investment 
will make a direct and pos-
itive impact for the school 
districts, businesses and 
communities of Allegheny 
County’s Mid-Mon Valley 
and South Hills.

Since 1964, Steel Center, 
which is located on North 
Lewis Run Road (off of 
Route 51), has provided 
learning opportunities for 
high school students in 
grades 10, 11, and 12 to be-
gin their career preparation. 
Through a special partner-
ship, the Baldwin-White-
hall, Bethel Park, Brent-
wood Borough, Clairton 
City, Duquesne City, Eliz-
abeth Forward, South Al-
legheny, South Park, Steel 
Valley, West Jefferson 
Hills and West Mifflin Area 
school districts own and op-
erate Steel Center. 

Currently, the school has 
860 students enrolled in 
eighteen different career 
preparation programs of 

study.
“This renovation demon-

strates our member school 
districts’ firm commitment 
to current and future stu-
dents as well as their invest-
ment in the local and re-
gional economy,” Rice said.

Representatives from local 
and regional business and 
industry, community lead-
ers, school board members 
and school superintendents 
from Steel Center’s 11 part-
ner school districts were on 
hand for the announcement 
Wednesday night. 

Steel Center hopes to have 
the project completed by 
December 2024, but first 
needs to get land develop-
ment plan approval from 
Jefferson Hills Borough 
Council. 

The school hopes that can 
be accomplished by Febru-
ary 2023, and once it does, 
the project can be put out to 
bid.

After a presentation, 
guests of Wednesday’s 
event were invited to a 
former computer lab area 
where boards displayed the 
timeline and specifications 
of the project.

The project was designed 
by Matt Franz and the team 
at HHSDR. 

From a physical stand-
point, the project will mean 
upgrades to the building 
HVAC system at a cost of 
around $7.6 million. There 
will also be improvements 
to make the building more 
ADA compliant. Classroom 
and learning spaces will 
also see upgrades, in addi-
tion to other improvements.

Rice gave a presentation 
showing that $2 million will 
be used to expand the diesel 
tech program and $1 mil-
lion will be used to enhance 
culinary arts and baking/
pastry arts programs.

The school will use 
$595,000 to enhance its 
cosmetology program and 
create a salon that will be 

open to outside customers.
The crowd heard Wednes-

day from West Jefferson 
Hills Superintendent Dr. 
Janet Sardon and David 
Schaap, president of the 
Steel Center for CTE Joint 
Operating Committee.

Sardon has worked in 
various capacities at multi-
ple school districts that are 
stakeholders of Steel Center 
for CTE and has seen hun-
dreds of students complete 
its programs.

“Students at Steel Center 
are provided with amazing 
learning opportunities that 
not only prepare them for 
their future careers, but the 
school also has a robust 
student services program to 
ensure that we educate the 
whole child,” she said.

Sardon said the various 
district superintendents, 
Steel Centers Joint Oper-
ating Committee, students, 
staff and the community 
worked together to envision 
the project and make plans 
for it.

“You’re going to see ex-
panded labs for diesel tech-
nology, HVAC and the med-
ical professions program,” 
Sardon said. “You’re going 
to see new retail spaces for 
our bakery program, our cu-
linary arts and our cosme-
tology program, so you’re 
going to see us developing 
and continuing to develop 
those entrepreneurial skills 
that are so important for 
those different programs. 
And then you’re going to 
see development of work 
spaces to consider with our 
readiness skills.”

The expansion of the 
building means the school 
will have space for two new 
programs, which are to be 
decided, according to Rice. 

He said that “Steel Center 
is always evolving” and that 
the renovation plan “ac-
counts for that.”

“I’ll work closely with our 

Officials said the 
investment reflects a 
strong commitment for 
the future education of 
students while supporting 
local and regional 
economic development. 

Demolition begins on Monessen’s old Fifth Street Hotel

By KRISTIE LINDEN
klinden@yourmvi.com

Monessen’s mayor is pret-
ty sure he’s lost a bet, but he 
couldn’t be happier about it.

Mayor Ron Mozer made 
a bet last month with Brian 
Lawrence, executive director 
of the Westmoreland Coun-
ty Redevelopment Authority 
and Land Bank, to see wheth-

er the city or the county could 
be the fastest to demolish 
buildings they were responsi-
ble for — and dinner for two 
at Lucchesi’s Restaurant was 
on the line.

The county is responsible 
for bringing down the Fifth 
Street Hotel — which crews 
started working on Wednes-
day morning and had lev-
eled by 2:30 p.m. — and the 
building at 123-129 Sixth St., 
the site of a former Valley In-
dependent office. The county 
has told Mozer the crew in-

tends to begin work on the 
old newspaper building this 
morning.

“This one came down in 
one day,” Mozer said. “They 
did a pretty fantastic job.”

Mozer had to wait to find 
out if the state’s Common-
wealth Financing Authority 
would allow the city to redi-
rect the money left over from 
the demolition of 500 Donner 
Ave. toward bringing down 
544 Donner Ave. — the other 
building that needs to come 

Monessen Mayor Ron 
Mozer joked this was one 
bet he was happy to lose.

STEEL CENTER • A7

Submitted 
Rostraver Township police Chief John 
Christner (center) is shown with new police 
officers, from left, Brandon Gorski and Austin 
Hritz.ROSTRAVER • A2

Demolition began 
Wednesday morning 
on the old Fifth Street 
Hotel in Monessen.

Jenn Codeluppi / MVI

DEMOLITION • A2
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sport. There were dozens of them, one 
being my own daughter, Tracy, who won 
a scholarship to Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania. 

 Bud first used his skills at that Turner 
club, then went on to the Sokols orga-
nization, another nationality club that 
excelled in gymnastics. Finally, Mr. G 
as he was fondly known by his girls, 
opened his own gymnasium, BG’s, at 
the corner of Fifth and Donner. Mr. G, 
along with the expertise of champion-
ship gymnast, Danny Warburton, went 
on to coach several championship teams 
as several of those girls were very close 
to Olympic status. 

Mr. G, a most deserving member of 
the Mon Valley Sports’ Hall of Fame, 
will forever be remembered and loved 
by the many men and women who spent 
portions of their childhoods under his 
influence. 

Before leaving this very colorful chap-
ter in Turner hall and Rambler history, it 
is necessary to look at our adventures in 
calisthenics, which was under the super-
vising directives of a German immigrant 
we simply knew as Hans. Hans insisted 
on our obedience as he took us through 
a regiment of push-ups, jumping jacks, 
knee bends and a slew of other exercis-
es which most of us strongly resented. 
However, prior to the reward of basket-

ball or volleyball, Hans was in charge. 
On one occasion I, along with my friend, 
Andy “Heads” Pinasco, were acting up 
far beyond the limits of our drill instruc-
tor. He singled us out, declaring in his 
thick German accent “Yen you vas first 
bornt, your mudders shoult haf put you 
in sacks and trown you in the river!”

Fortunately, “Heads” and I are still 
around to fondly reminisce over our 
adventure with Hans and those exciting 
days we experienced at Turner’s Hall. 

It’s all “Etched in Stone.”
Columnist Ralph E. Stone is a Mones-

sen High School Class of 1951 graduate,  
has degrees from both California and 
Indiana Universities of Pennsylvania. A 
retired educator for 32 years, he served 
as a classroom teacher, a guidance 
counselor and a social school worker. 
In addition to his two published books, 
he has written a stop smoking program 
titled GASP, “God Answers Smokers  
Prayers” and “Bible Border Notes,” 
which takes at least one verse from the 
scriptures of the 1,188 chapters of the 
Bible and relates them to the circum-
stances of today’s world. He resides 
in North Charleroi with his wife Mar-
ilynne. He is available for speaking 
engagements for church groups and 
social organizations by phoning him at 
724-483-2132.

STONE   FROM A3

superintendents and board when it 
comes time to make those decisions 
on what new programs we’re going to 
imagine down the road,” Rice said.

Schaap has been on the Steel Center 
board for nearly 16 years. He said “a 
lot of good” is going to come out of 
the project. 

“I am proud of the work that we do 
here for our students,” Schaap said. 
“Steel Center has an excellent and 
dedicated faculty, staff, and admin-
istration who, along with our board, 
really care about kids.”

Rice asked two former students of 
the career and technical education 
school to talk about how they bene-
fited from an education through Steel 
Center.

Karuna Rai recently graduated 
from Steel Center and is attending 
Duquesne University to study nursing 
— continuing on the education she got 
at Steel Center in the health assistant 
program. 

She said her studies at Steel Cen-
ter gave her a leg up in her studies at 
Duquesne University’s BSN program. 

She encouraged other area students 
to consider a career and technical 
school.

“One of the best decisions I have 
ever made was to attend Steel Center,” 
she said. “Because of my decision, I 
have gained a lot of experience and a 
foundation to where I want to be in the 
future.”

She said the school has supportive 
teachers who have real-world ex-
perience, and that she made “great 
friends” at Steel Center.

Richard Ford of Clairton talked 
about how the name of Steel Center 
may have changed over time, but the 
school has continued to offer students 
a chance to start a career or be pre-
pared for further education when they 
graduate. 

Ford studied electronics at the school 
in the 1960s back when it was known 
as Steel Valley Area Technical School. 
After serving in the U.S. military, he 
enjoyed a long career as a Journeyman 
electronics technician for U.S. Steel.

He encouraged young people to con-
sider a career and technical school. 

He said the school “is where I got 
my start” and the education he got 
there “is what I fell back on when I 
came out of the military.”

STEEL CENTER   FROM A1

Jeff Stitt / Mon Valley Independent
Steel Center for CTE on Wednesday celebrated the announcement of a 
rehabilitation project that will cost more than $29 million. Seen from left are Steel 
Center for CTE Executive Director Kevin Rice, school alumni Karuna Rai and 
Richard Ford, board president David Schaap and West Jefferson Hills School 
District Superintendent Dr. Janet Sardon.

Elizabeth Borough to host Light-Up Night today
By JOHN RECTENWALD

jrectenwald@yourmvi.com

Elizabeth Borough’s Light Up 
Night promises to spark the holiday 
cheer tonight. 

The festivities center around the 
downtown business district and the 
event schedule features arts and 
craft opportunities, holiday music 
and a tree lighting ceremony at 7:15 
p.m.

The event is scheduled from 5 

p.m. to 9 p.m., with the holiday pa-
rade starting at 5:30. 

 Music and dance performances 
will mostly take place at the stage 
area set up on the upper side of 
Plum Street. The Elizabeth Forward 
brass band is scheduled to perform 
at 6:15 p.m. Other performanc-
es scheduled will come from the 
Mon River Arts Academy, at 5:45, 
the Lisa Miller Dance Company, at 
6:45, and High Energy Dance, at 
7:30. 

 In addition to their performance 
on the Plum Street stage, Mon Riv-
er Arts is offering a Light Up Night 

special performance at The Grand 
Theater. The arts organization is 
presenting a special “pay what you 
can night,” so that Light Up Night 
attendees can catch a sneak peak 
performance of their production of 
“Frozen Jr.” at the Grand Theatre. 
Curtain lifts at 7:30. The production 
is directed by Erin Seaberg. 

Additional performances of “Fro-
zen Jr.” run through the weekend, 
with shows at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
and 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

 Elizabeth Mayor Barry Boucher 
said the event is one of his favorites 

events of the year and he encour-
aged families from all around the 
Mon Valley to “Come on out and 
be merry in the great little town of 
Elizabeth.”

North Belle Vernon 
to host Light-Up Night

North Belle Vernon borough will 
“light up the night” on Sunday to 
kickoff the 2022 holiday season. 

An annual event in the borough 
sponsored through a partnership 
with the NBV Rec Commission the 
event will take place 6 p.m. Sunday 

at North Belle Vernon Community 
Bank Park.

Cody Ambrose, committee mem-
ber, said the event will bring of all 
the holiday cheer residents have en-
joyed in past years. 

Light Up the Night will feature 
free hot chocolate, hot dogs, holi-
day music and a bonfire. 

Santa will make a special appear-
ance at 6:30 to visit with children, 
take photos and hand out treat bags 
before he starts getting ready for 
Christmas.

Staff writer Taylor Brown contrib-
uted to this story.

North Belle Vernon will host 
festivities on Sunday.

CRIME BRIEFS
City woman  
accused of  
assaulting minors

A McKeesport woman is ac-
cused of assaulting juveniles.

Nicole Wheeler, 40, of McK-
eesport was charged with sim-
ple assault by city police.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Wheeler accompa-
nied three minors to go to a  
city residence to fight. 

A scuffle broke out on the 
porch, and a victim felt endan-
gered after being struck in the 
face by a minor who was with 
Wheeler, so the same victim 
proceeded to pull a firearm, the 
complaint states.

The firearm went off, but 
didn’t strike anyone as Wheel-
er kicked it out of her hand, the 
complaint states. From there, 
one of the minors accompany-
ing Wheeler picked up the fire-
arm and walked down Kountz 
Alley.

The handgun was found on 
the street next to a white se-
dan, according to the report. 
The other victim stated that 
Wheeler struck her “two or 

three times with a closed fist.”
Upon arriving at the scene, 

police found a knife and a 
large serving fork on the street 
in front of the victims’ house.

Wheeler and the three minors 
were all taken to the police 
station after the altercation for 
further investigation. 

Wheeler was also charged 
with three counts of corrup-
tion of minors and one count 
of endangering the welfare of 
children.

 Man wanted on 
sexual assault 
charges

A Dravosburg man is want-
ed on charges of involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse 
with a minor and other related 
offenses after the alleged vic-
tim reported the incidents last 
month.

According to an interview 
conducted Oct. 20 by a foren-
sic specialist at The Child Ad-
vocacy Center of Children’s 
Hospital in Pittsburgh, the 
victim stated that she was in-
appropriately touched by The-
odore Harris III, 39, on more 

than one occasion.
Allegheny County Police 

Detective Richard Keebler 
then reviewed the interview 
via DVD recording. The inci-
dents in the report date back to 
March 2017.

The criminal complaint, 
which lists a few separate in-
cidents, states that Harris slept 
in the same bed as the victim, 
performed sexual acts on the 
victim and took the victim’s 
phone and wouldn’t return it 
unless she performed sexual 
acts.

According to the criminal 
complaint, McKeesport Detec-
tive Dan Goughnour requested 
assistance from Keebler as it 
was determined that the culmi-
nation of incidents occurred in 
multiple jurisdictions.

A warrant was issued for 
Harris’ arrest Wednesday.

In all, Harris is facing charges 
of involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse, indecent assault, 
unlawful contact with a minor, 
indecent exposure, endanger-
ing the welfare of children and 
corruption of minors.

— Compiled by Liam Belan
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sport. There were dozens of them, one 
being my own daughter, Tracy, who won 
a scholarship to Clarion University of 
Pennsylvania. 

 Bud first used his skills at that Turner 
club, then went on to the Sokols orga-
nization, another nationality club that 
excelled in gymnastics. Finally, Mr. G 
as he was fondly known by his girls, 
opened his own gymnasium, BG’s, at 
the corner of Fifth and Donner. Mr. G, 
along with the expertise of champion-
ship gymnast, Danny Warburton, went 
on to coach several championship teams 
as several of those girls were very close 
to Olympic status. 

Mr. G, a most deserving member of 
the Mon Valley Sports’ Hall of Fame, 
will forever be remembered and loved 
by the many men and women who spent 
portions of their childhoods under his 
influence. 

Before leaving this very colorful chap-
ter in Turner hall and Rambler history, it 
is necessary to look at our adventures in 
calisthenics, which was under the super-
vising directives of a German immigrant 
we simply knew as Hans. Hans insisted 
on our obedience as he took us through 
a regiment of push-ups, jumping jacks, 
knee bends and a slew of other exercis-
es which most of us strongly resented. 
However, prior to the reward of basket-

ball or volleyball, Hans was in charge. 
On one occasion I, along with my friend, 
Andy “Heads” Pinasco, were acting up 
far beyond the limits of our drill instruc-
tor. He singled us out, declaring in his 
thick German accent “Yen you vas first 
bornt, your mudders shoult haf put you 
in sacks and trown you in the river!”

Fortunately, “Heads” and I are still 
around to fondly reminisce over our 
adventure with Hans and those exciting 
days we experienced at Turner’s Hall. 

It’s all “Etched in Stone.”
Columnist Ralph E. Stone is a Mones-

sen High School Class of 1951 graduate,  
has degrees from both California and 
Indiana Universities of Pennsylvania. A 
retired educator for 32 years, he served 
as a classroom teacher, a guidance 
counselor and a social school worker. 
In addition to his two published books, 
he has written a stop smoking program 
titled GASP, “God Answers Smokers  
Prayers” and “Bible Border Notes,” 
which takes at least one verse from the 
scriptures of the 1,188 chapters of the 
Bible and relates them to the circum-
stances of today’s world. He resides 
in North Charleroi with his wife Mar-
ilynne. He is available for speaking 
engagements for church groups and 
social organizations by phoning him at 
724-483-2132.
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superintendents and board when it 
comes time to make those decisions 
on what new programs we’re going to 
imagine down the road,” Rice said.

Schaap has been on the Steel Center 
board for nearly 16 years. He said “a 
lot of good” is going to come out of 
the project. 

“I am proud of the work that we do 
here for our students,” Schaap said. 
“Steel Center has an excellent and 
dedicated faculty, staff, and admin-
istration who, along with our board, 
really care about kids.”

Rice asked two former students of 
the career and technical education 
school to talk about how they bene-
fited from an education through Steel 
Center.

Karuna Rai recently graduated 
from Steel Center and is attending 
Duquesne University to study nursing 
— continuing on the education she got 
at Steel Center in the health assistant 
program. 

She said her studies at Steel Cen-
ter gave her a leg up in her studies at 
Duquesne University’s BSN program. 

She encouraged other area students 
to consider a career and technical 
school.

“One of the best decisions I have 
ever made was to attend Steel Center,” 
she said. “Because of my decision, I 
have gained a lot of experience and a 
foundation to where I want to be in the 
future.”

She said the school has supportive 
teachers who have real-world ex-
perience, and that she made “great 
friends” at Steel Center.

Richard Ford of Clairton talked 
about how the name of Steel Center 
may have changed over time, but the 
school has continued to offer students 
a chance to start a career or be pre-
pared for further education when they 
graduate. 

Ford studied electronics at the school 
in the 1960s back when it was known 
as Steel Valley Area Technical School. 
After serving in the U.S. military, he 
enjoyed a long career as a Journeyman 
electronics technician for U.S. Steel.

He encouraged young people to con-
sider a career and technical school. 

He said the school “is where I got 
my start” and the education he got 
there “is what I fell back on when I 
came out of the military.”

STEEL CENTER   FROM A1

Jeff Stitt / Mon Valley Independent
Steel Center for CTE on Wednesday celebrated the announcement of a 
rehabilitation project that will cost more than $29 million. Seen from left are Steel 
Center for CTE Executive Director Kevin Rice, school alumni Karuna Rai and 
Richard Ford, board president David Schaap and West Jefferson Hills School 
District Superintendent Dr. Janet Sardon.

Elizabeth Borough to host Light-Up Night today
By JOHN RECTENWALD

jrectenwald@yourmvi.com

Elizabeth Borough’s Light Up 
Night promises to spark the holiday 
cheer tonight. 

The festivities center around the 
downtown business district and the 
event schedule features arts and 
craft opportunities, holiday music 
and a tree lighting ceremony at 7:15 
p.m.

The event is scheduled from 5 

p.m. to 9 p.m., with the holiday pa-
rade starting at 5:30. 

 Music and dance performances 
will mostly take place at the stage 
area set up on the upper side of 
Plum Street. The Elizabeth Forward 
brass band is scheduled to perform 
at 6:15 p.m. Other performanc-
es scheduled will come from the 
Mon River Arts Academy, at 5:45, 
the Lisa Miller Dance Company, at 
6:45, and High Energy Dance, at 
7:30. 

 In addition to their performance 
on the Plum Street stage, Mon Riv-
er Arts is offering a Light Up Night 

special performance at The Grand 
Theater. The arts organization is 
presenting a special “pay what you 
can night,” so that Light Up Night 
attendees can catch a sneak peak 
performance of their production of 
“Frozen Jr.” at the Grand Theatre. 
Curtain lifts at 7:30. The production 
is directed by Erin Seaberg. 

Additional performances of “Fro-
zen Jr.” run through the weekend, 
with shows at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
and 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

 Elizabeth Mayor Barry Boucher 
said the event is one of his favorites 

events of the year and he encour-
aged families from all around the 
Mon Valley to “Come on out and 
be merry in the great little town of 
Elizabeth.”

North Belle Vernon 
to host Light-Up Night

North Belle Vernon borough will 
“light up the night” on Sunday to 
kickoff the 2022 holiday season. 

An annual event in the borough 
sponsored through a partnership 
with the NBV Rec Commission the 
event will take place 6 p.m. Sunday 

at North Belle Vernon Community 
Bank Park.

Cody Ambrose, committee mem-
ber, said the event will bring of all 
the holiday cheer residents have en-
joyed in past years. 

Light Up the Night will feature 
free hot chocolate, hot dogs, holi-
day music and a bonfire. 

Santa will make a special appear-
ance at 6:30 to visit with children, 
take photos and hand out treat bags 
before he starts getting ready for 
Christmas.

Staff writer Taylor Brown contrib-
uted to this story.

North Belle Vernon will host 
festivities on Sunday.

CRIME BRIEFS
City woman  
accused of  
assaulting minors

A McKeesport woman is ac-
cused of assaulting juveniles.

Nicole Wheeler, 40, of McK-
eesport was charged with sim-
ple assault by city police.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Wheeler accompa-
nied three minors to go to a  
city residence to fight. 

A scuffle broke out on the 
porch, and a victim felt endan-
gered after being struck in the 
face by a minor who was with 
Wheeler, so the same victim 
proceeded to pull a firearm, the 
complaint states.

The firearm went off, but 
didn’t strike anyone as Wheel-
er kicked it out of her hand, the 
complaint states. From there, 
one of the minors accompany-
ing Wheeler picked up the fire-
arm and walked down Kountz 
Alley.

The handgun was found on 
the street next to a white se-
dan, according to the report. 
The other victim stated that 
Wheeler struck her “two or 

three times with a closed fist.”
Upon arriving at the scene, 

police found a knife and a 
large serving fork on the street 
in front of the victims’ house.

Wheeler and the three minors 
were all taken to the police 
station after the altercation for 
further investigation. 

Wheeler was also charged 
with three counts of corrup-
tion of minors and one count 
of endangering the welfare of 
children.

 Man wanted on 
sexual assault 
charges

A Dravosburg man is want-
ed on charges of involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse 
with a minor and other related 
offenses after the alleged vic-
tim reported the incidents last 
month.

According to an interview 
conducted Oct. 20 by a foren-
sic specialist at The Child Ad-
vocacy Center of Children’s 
Hospital in Pittsburgh, the 
victim stated that she was in-
appropriately touched by The-
odore Harris III, 39, on more 

than one occasion.
Allegheny County Police 

Detective Richard Keebler 
then reviewed the interview 
via DVD recording. The inci-
dents in the report date back to 
March 2017.

The criminal complaint, 
which lists a few separate in-
cidents, states that Harris slept 
in the same bed as the victim, 
performed sexual acts on the 
victim and took the victim’s 
phone and wouldn’t return it 
unless she performed sexual 
acts.

According to the criminal 
complaint, McKeesport Detec-
tive Dan Goughnour requested 
assistance from Keebler as it 
was determined that the culmi-
nation of incidents occurred in 
multiple jurisdictions.

A warrant was issued for 
Harris’ arrest Wednesday.

In all, Harris is facing charges 
of involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse, indecent assault, 
unlawful contact with a minor, 
indecent exposure, endanger-
ing the welfare of children and 
corruption of minors.

— Compiled by Liam Belan


